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ANNUAL REPORTS 
OF THE 
MUNICIPAL OFFICERS 
AND 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
OF THE 
TOWN OF FARMINGTON, 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 20, 1904. 
ALSO REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON 
PERMANENT HIGHWAYS. 
FARMINGTON, MAINE: 
PRESS OF THE KNOWLTON & McLEARY CO. 
1904. 

TOWN WARRANT. 
To Charles H. Pierce, a Constable in the Town of Farmington, County 
of Franklin, 
GREETING : 
In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required to 
notify and warn the inhabitants of said Town of Farmington, qualified 
by law to vote in town affairs, to assemble in Music Hall, in said town, 
on the seventh day of March next, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, to act 
on the following articles, to wit.: 
ARTICLE I . 
To choose a Moderator to preside at said meeting. 
ARTICLE 2. 
To choose all necessary Town Officers for the ensuing year. 
ARTICLE 3. 
To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise for the 
Support of Common Schools for the ensuing year. 
ARTICLE 4. 
To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise for a Con-
tingent School Fund for the ensuing year. 
ARTICLE 5. 
To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise for the 
Support of a Free High School for the ensuing year. 
ARTICLE 6. 
To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise for purchase 
of Text-Books for the ensuing year. 
ARTICLE 7. 
To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise for Repairs, 
Insurance and Supplies for School-Buildings for the ensuing year. 
ARTICLE 8. 
To see if the town will empower the School Board to suspend the 
school in Walton's Mills District. 
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ARTICLE 9. 
T o see if the town will empower the School Board to maintain 
schools in Mosher Hill, Holley and Gilman Districts. 
ARTICLE 10. 
T o see if the town will empower the School Board to unite with 
other towns in hiring jointly a Super intendent of Schools and fix the 
compensation of the same. 
ARTICLE 11. 
T o see what sum of money the town will vote to raise for the 
Support of Poor the ensuing year. 
ARTICLE 12. 
T o see what sum of money the town will vote to raise to defray 
Town Charges for the ensuing year. 
ARTICLE 13. 
T o see what sum of money the town will vote to raise for the Re-
pair of Roads and Small Bridges, and how the same shall be expended. 
ARTICLE 14. 
T o see what sum of money the town will vote to raise for the Re-
pair of Large Bridges, and how the same shall be expended. 
ARTICLE 15. 
T o see what sum of money the town will vote to raise for perma-
nent improvement of highways, and the purchase of necessary machinery 
for building permanent roads, and how the same shall be expended. 
ARTICLE 16. 
T o see what sum of money the town will vote to raise to meet ex-
penses of Memorial Day. 
ARTICLE 17. 
T o see what sum of money the town will vote to raise for the Col-
lection of taxes for ensuing year. 
ARTICLE I S . 
To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise for the 
Abatement of Taxes for ensuing year. 
ARTICLE 19. 
T o see how the taxes shall be collected and when made payable. 
ARTICLE 20. 
To see how the Inventory shall be taken the ensuing year. 
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ARTICLE 21. 
To see if the town will vote to maintain electric lights on lower 
High street between Wallace Fellows' house and Lake Avenue. 
ARTICLE 22. 
To see if the town will vote to raise the sum of one hundred and 
fifty dollars for electric lights. 
ARTICLE 23. 
To see if the town will vote to raise money to build a new school-
house in the Knowlton Corner District. 
ARTICLE 24. 
To see if the town will vote to raise the sum of $250.00 to build a 
snow fence on the road leading from the Samuel Craig place so-called 
to the Niles place in said Farmington. 
ARTICLE 25. 
To see what action if any the town will take relative to purchasing 
the unsold lots in Riverside cemetery, so-called, belonging to Mrs. 
Marwick, and the land known as the Leonard B. Bailey stand, for a 
burying-ground. 
ARTICLE 26. 
To see if the town will vote to fence the cemetery near Mellen 
Hayes's. 
ARTICLE 27. 
To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise for the pur-
pose of procuring from the Farmington Library Association the free use 
of its books to all the inhabitants of the town, as provided for in Chap-
ter 57, Section 15, of the Revised Statutes. 
ARTICLE 28. 
To see what action, if any, the town will take in regard to repair-
ing or strengthening the pier at Center bridge or building a new pier. 
The Selectmen give notice that they will be in session for the pur-
pose of correcting the list of voters in said town, and hearing and de-
ciding upon the application of persons claiming to have their names 
entered upon said list, at the office of the Selectmen, on Saturday, 
February 27th, 1904, at two o'clock P. M., and at nine o'clock A. M. on 
the day of said meeting. 
Given under our hands this eighteenth day of February, A. D. 1904. 
N. R. KNOWLTON, Selectmen 
H. W. GILMAN, of 
W. H. PEARSON, Farmington. 

SELECTMEN'S REPORT. 
To the Citizens of the Town of Farmington : 
The following report of receipts and expenditures for the 
fiscal year ending Feb. 20, 1904, is submitted to the tax-payers of 
Farmington. 
VALUATION AND ASSESSMENTS. 
The valuation as taken in April is as follows : 
Real Estate, $1,321,955 00 
Personal Property, 442,725 00 
Total Valuation of Real and Personal, $1,764,680 00 
Upon the polls and estates we have assessed the following sums, 
to wit.: 
For State tax, 
County tax, 
Common schools, 
Contingent school fund, 
Free high school, 
School-books, 
Repairs, insurance, supplies for schools, 
Support of poor, 
Town charges, 
Roads and small bridges, 
Large bridges, 
Expenses Memorial Day, 
Abatement of taxes, 
Collection of taxes, 
Electric lights, 
Overlays, 
Total, 
S5>223 93 
2,086 05 
2,700 00 
1,000 0 0 
1,000 0 0 
4 0 0 0 0 
8 0 0 0 0 
2 ,500 0 0 
2 , 0 0 0 0 0 
6 , 0 0 0 0 0 
1,000 0 0 
1 0 0 0 0 
200 0 0 
4 0 0 0 0 
77 00 
1,061 n 
$26,548 09 
s 
On the ioth day of June, 1903, the lists of the above assessments 
were committed to Charles H. Pierce, Collector for the town. 
Subsequently a supplemental tax was assessed and committed to 
the Collector, of $236.20, making a total commitment of $26,784.29. 
TOWN CHARGES. 
L. S. Curtis, lighting Falls bridge, 1902, $ 9 00 
Wm. H. Pearson, expense pauper case, 5 00 
w. H. Pearson, incidentals for office, 4 00 
L. G. Brown, surveying wood, ,1 00 
C. E. Marr, disinfectants, 1 75 
Silas Perham, teams on town business. 6 50 
Louis Voter, services as town clerk, 25 00 
N. R. Knowlton, services as selectman, 129 00 
H. W. Gilman, services as selectman, 136 75 
Wm. H. Pearson, services as selectman, 135 00 
Hardy & Tarbox, antitoxin, 5 00 
Harry Hitchcock, reporting births and deaths, 6 50 
J. W. Nichols, M. D., reporting births and deaths, 5 5° 
Chas. E. Prescott, repairs on drinking fountain, 5 00 
L. B. Bangs, services ballot clerk, 2 00 
W. G. Mallett, services superintendent of schools, 250 00 
E. D. Morrill, snowing Falls bridge, 4 00 
E. M. Prince, services truant officer, 3 0 0 
Nelson Gould, services truant officer, 23 70 
C. 0 . Temple, snowing center bridge, 4 9° 
Knowlton & McLeary Co., printing, 40 05 
C. P. Merrill, services as treasurer, 1902, 100 00 
H. W. Gilman, freight on road-machine, 12 63 
A. R. Jack, team for W. G. Mallett, 2 00 
L. Morrison, repair on plow, 2 50 
F. 0 . Lyford, services board of health. 71 00 
A. J. Gerry, repair on drinking fountain, 1 5° 
H. P. White, supplies for office, 10 00 
H. M. Bailey, repair of plow, 6 00 
L. F. Tufts, services trustee school fund, 22 00 
John Craig, services trustee school fund, 2 00 
Chas. Pierce, enforcing dog law, 10 00 
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One road-machine, 
F. E. Voter, rent of office School Board, 
W. J. Peterson, services trustee school fund, 
A. R. Jack, hauling engine and teams for firemen, 
Louis Voter, part pay services as clerk, 
C. H. Brimmer, treas. Fire Co., transportation firemen, etc., 
G. A. Hodgdon, supplies, 
W. L. Currier, granite curbing, 
John Grounder, team hauling engine, 
Eastern Tel. Co., use of instrument, truant officer, 
Bert Clark, hauling stone for sidewalks, 
Books for town clerk, 
Building sidewalks, Falls village, 
Work on building sidewalks, 
Alex Marshall, work getting gravel for walks, 
H. A. Morton, hauling hose, 
F. L. Knowlton, building sidewalk, 
Nelson Howard, work putting in sidewalk, 
B. M. Titcomb, trustee and clerk school fund four years, 
J. H. Thompson, rent of office, 
B. F. Makepeace, reporting births and deaths, 
Geo. Welch, work on sidewalk, 
Frank L. Butler, drain pipe, etc., 
Wilfred McLeary, spikes, nails, etc., 
H. W. Oilman, work on sidewalks, 
Hiram Titcomb, coal for steamer, Fairbanks, 
Chas. H. Pierce, stationery and postage, 
E. E. Richards, part pay for legal services, 
Louis Voter, recording births, deaths and marriages, 
Frank Marshall, work on sidewalks, 
J. P. Holley, one snow-plow, 
Fred B. Hall, lighting Falls bridge, 
Dolbier & Tarbox, use of Music Hall, 
Louis Voter, making record of voters, 
Henry Briggs, services on board of health, 
F. 0. Lyford, reporting births and deaths two years, 
E. V. Varney, work for town, 
P. P. Tufts, wood for office, 
Harley Greenwood, supplies, 
$212 37 
2 8 00 
2 00 
35 (JO 
1 2 00 
32 00 
S 30 
54 5" 
5 00 
7 50 
15 75 
3 75 
132 90 
6 75 
8 25 
4 00 
10 5o 
I03 36 
6 00 
40 00 
3 00 
7 95 
98 05 
1 2 46 
8 00 
3 15 
10 90 
100 00 
~0 85 
7 (-5 
35 00 
9 00 
20 00 
2 00 
•5 00 
7 00 
9 00 
-5 
5 40 
I O 
D. E. Currier, services trustee school fund, 
S. R. Knowlton, services on board of health three years, 
J. M. S. Hunter, publishing warrant and notice, 
J. W. Nichols, services on board of health, 
N. R. Knowlton, Chester Greenwood, D. H. Knowlton, 
committee on roads and road-machinery, 
Maintaining public watering-tubs, 
M. H. Fowler, lodging tramps, 
Less amount received from individuals on account of 
sidewalks, $ 143 31 
* 2 00 
45 00 
5 00 
4 76 
77 13 
56 00 
•9 75 
Overdrawn, H216 20 
$2,216 20 
SOLDIERS' MONUMENT. 
Amount expended preparing Common for Soldiers' Monument: 
Granite and freight on same, $15 00 
Freight on tar, 32 50 
W. L. Currier, steps, 70 32 
Chas. Vehue, labor, 40 75 
Alex. Marshall, " 22 56 
Arthur Simmons, " 7 50 
John Bennett, " 6 75 
H. w. Gilman, cash paid for labor, 7 95 
Bert Clark, labor, 10 50 
F. L. Knowlton, " 6 00 
Louis Vehue, 10 95 
J. J. Grounder, 4 00 
Oscar Jones, " 1 50 
Ludgie Pooler, " 10 25 
Chas. Vehue, " 5 25 
G. L. Stevens, seats, 52 80 
H. W, Gilman, labor, 37 00 
H. A. Morton, trucking, 21 41 
W. Currier, labor, 4 00 
11 
Nelson Howard, work and stock for walks, $ 412 69 
E. A. Russell, work, 75 
Russell Bros. & Estes Co., wood, 2 00 
#782 37 
No appropriation. 
SMALL-POX ACCOUNT. 
Lucinda Partridge, farm and buildings for pest-house, 5900 00 
P. E. torry, fumigating Stoddard House and Gilman's, 60 00 
R. I. Gilman, board of Mrs. Withee and child, and goods 
destroyed, 73 ° ° 
E. Bradford, supplies for pest-house, 7 45 
W. M. Pratt, 17 42 
Aiken Gognoy and wife, care and nursing, 180 00 
Rice & Paine, goods for use at pest-house, M 33 
E. H. Marwick, goods for use at pest-house, 48 90 
E. A. Odell, supplies for pest-house, 8 92 
W. H. McDonald, board of help and goods destroyed, 75 ° ° 
J. w. Trefethen, M. D., medical attendance, 450 00 
W. McLeary, stoves and dishes, etc.. 24 23 
S. Perham, team, 2 50 
H. w. Gilman, supplies. ' 65 
N. R. Knowlton, 5 85 
A. W. Shaw, 7 34 
Norton Bros., ' 1 ro 
Hardy & Tarbox, formaldehyde, etc., 76 38 
Henry Briggs, services on board of health in small-pox cases, 22 85 
S. R. Knowlton, " 25 78 
P. E. Torry, fumigating pest-house and school-house, 28 35 
S. R. Knowlton, supplies for pest-house, 3 55 
J. W. Nichols, services on board of health in small-pox cases, 20 00 
J. W. Nichols, free vaccination, 332 15 
Aiken Gognoy, clothing destroyed, 15 00 
A. G. Howard, free vaccination, 23 45 
Hardy & Tarbox, formaldehyde and other goods, 15 68 
A. C. Norton, goods for pest-house, 1 44 
$2,442 ^2 
I 2 
EXPENSES OF COMPANY K. 
Received from State on account of rent, $100 oo 
Orders drawn to pay rent of hall, $150 00 
Rent of rifle range, 10 00 
FORD FUND. 
H. A. Ford fund, $636 49 
Interest, 9 54 
Orders drawn : 
N. R. Knowlton, cash paid in Ford case, $ 4 00 
L. D. Oilman, cash paid for board of Ford, 175 00 
N. R. Knowlton, cash paid on Ford acct., 14 16 
F. P. Adams, burial expenses H. A. Ford, 40 25 
Katharine Morse, labor and food, 5 00 
Nelson Gould, digging and filling grave, 3 00 
Chas. D. Hamlin, care and nursing, 20 00 
E. R. Smith, attending funeral, 5 00 
B. F. Makepeace, medical attendance, 2 00 
Croswell Bros., 50 
$268 91 
Balance, 377 12 
SUPPORT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 
Appropriation, $2,700 00 
Mill tax received from State, 2,480 63 
Interest on school fund (estimated), 50 00 
Tuition, 88 06 
Drawn from contingent fund Feb. 20, 1904, 663 54 
EXPENDITURES. 
Orders drawn to pay teachers, #4,641 95 
Board, 120 50 
Transportation, 472 25 
Janitors, 432 75 
Wood, 314 78 
$160 00 
£646 03 
$646 03 
$5,982 
#5>982 23 
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SCHOOL-BOOKS. 
Appropriation, 
Unexpended Feb. iS, 1903, 
Orders drawn for books, 
Drawn from contingent fund to balance, 
#400 00 
19
 9S 
$419 9S 
$425 41 
5 43 
1-25 41 
REPAIRS, INSURANCE, AND SUPPLIES ON SCHOOL - BUILDINGS. 
Appropriation, $Soo 00 
Unexpended Feb. 18, 1903, 123 34 
Orders drawn, #7 79 ' 3 
Unexpended Feb. 20, 1904, r44 2 1 
Carried to Common School account, $ 663 54 
High School account, 5^ 9^ 
Balance unexpended Feb. 20, 1904, 1,482 60 
J23 34 
123 34 
SUPPORT OF HIGH SCHOOL. 
Appropriation, $ 1,000 00 
Due from the State, 250 00 
Tuition, 226 00 
$1,476 00 
Drawn from contingent fund Feb. 20, 1904, 58 96 
#i,534 96 
Orders drawn to pay teachers, #i,534 9 6 
CONTINGENT SCHOOL FUND. 
Appropriation, Si,000 00 
Unexpended Feb. 18, 1903, 1,205 10 
$2 ,205 10 
52,205 10 
14 
HIGHWAYS AND SMALL BRIDGES. 
Appropriation, 
Orders drawn to pay agents in highway districts, $4,984 91 
Orders drawn for road-machine, 578 41 
L. M. Mosher, work on highway for two years, 32 00 
J. S. Lowell, work on highway, 12 00 
Warren Voter, work on highway, 1902, 75 00 
Unexpended, 
£5,682 32 
317 68 
),000 00 
3,000 00 
HIGHWAY DISTRICTS. 
DETAILED STATEMENT. 
District No. 1, South. G. S. Smith. 
Orders drawn, $200 50 Appropriation, 
Overdrawn, 
District No. 1, North. J. A. Jones 
Orders drawn, ?S2 60 Appropriation, 
Overdrawn, 
District No. 2, North. Orie Ormsby. 
Orders drawn, $92 00 Appropriation, 
Overdrawn, 
District No. 3. F. L. Knowlton. 
S135 00 
65 50 
$200 50 
$75 00 
7 60 
$82 60 
$75 0 0 
17 00 
$92 00 
Orders drawn, $1,529 67 Appropriation, 
Overdrawn, 
$1,000 00 
529 67 
$1,529 67 
District no. 4- Joseph Besau 
Orders drawn, 5119 22 Appropriation, $125 00 
Unexpended, 5 78 
M 2 5 00 
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District Xo. 5. John Gay. 
Orders drawn, Si64 70 Appropriation, 
Overdrawn, 
District No. 6, South. M. P. Tufts. 
Orders drawn, S61 Appropriation, 
Overdrawn, 
District Xo. 6, north. Herbert Sprague. 
Orders drawn, 546 30 Appropriation, 
Unexpended, 13 7o 
560 00 
S125 00 
39 70 
S i 6 4 70 
S60 00 
1 30 
5 6 i 30 
S60 00 
District Xo. 7. E. Bradford. 
Orders drawn, S4S 30 Appropriation, 
Unexpended, 16 70 
S65 00 
District Xo. 9, South. Myron whittier. 
Orders drawn, $30 82 Appropriation, 
Unexpended, 9 18 
?40 00 
S65 00 
$40 00 
Orders drawn, 
Unexpended, 
Orders drawn, 
District Xo. 9, North. Orie Brown. 
536 35 Appropriation, 
13 65 
$50 00 
District Xo. 10. F. E. niles. 
S107 00 Appropriation, 
Overdrawn, 
$50 00 
$ 1 0 0 0 0 
7 00 
J107 00 
16 
District No. n F. y. Locke. 
Orders drawn. $66 42 Appropriation, 
Unexpended, 8 58 
$75 00 
District No. 13. C. T. Parker. 
Orders drawn, $31 50 Appropriation, 
Unexpended, 43 50 
$75 00 
District No. 14. John Leadbetter. 
Orders drawn, % 5 55 Appropriation, 
Unexpended, 39 45 
$45 00 
$75 00 
Orders drawn. 
District No. 12. 
$65 67 
F. A. Hannaford. 
Appropriation, 
Overdrawn, 
$55 00 
10 67 
$65 67 
$75 00 
$45 00 
Orders drawn, 
District No. 15, South. D. II' Dill. 
$121 20 Appropriation, 
Overdrawn, 
$90 00 
31 20 
$121 20 
District No. 15, North. C. L. Hiscock. 
Orders drawn. $26 15 Appropriation, $50 00 
Unexpended, 23 85 
$50 00 
Distriit No. 16, East. Geo. Smith. 
Orders drawn. $95 00 Appropriation, $75 0 0 
Overdrawn, 20 00 
$95 00 
>7 
District No. 16, West. L. N. Morrison. 
Orders drawn, $87 64 Appropriation, 
Overdrawn, 
Orders drawn. 
Unexpended, 
Orders drawn, 
Unexpended, 
District No. 17. H. E. Marble. 
? 8 , 73 Appropriation, 
14 27 
M O O 00 
District No. 18. F. W Osborn. 
$69 1: Appropriation, 
88 
575 00 
District No. 19, North. John Craig. 
f.75 00 
12 64 
#87 64 
f ioo 00 
$75 00 
Orders drawn, ?94 95 Appropriation, $100 00 
Unexpended, 5 05 
5100 00 
District No. 20. Byron jennings 
Orders drawn, * U 7 77 Appropriation, $100 00 
Overdrawn, 47 11 
JfH7 77 
Orders drawn, 
Orders drawn, 
District No. 21. J. Billings. 
Si65 69 Appropriation, 
Overdrawn, 
$100 00 
65 69 
$165 69 
District No. 22. B. F. Weathern 
$52 32 Appropriation, $50 00 
Overdrawn. 
$52 32 
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District No. 23. Eiiner W Parsons 
Orders drawn, $54 40 Appropriation. 
Overdrawn, 
$50 00 
4. 40 
$54 40 
District No. 24, West. Walter Holley. 
Appropriatio 
Overdrawn, 
Orders drawn. £75 55 r riation, $60 00 
'5 55 
$75 55 
District No. 24, East. Frank Thompson. 
Orders drawn, $56 90 Appropriation, 
Unexpended, 3 10 
Orders drawn, 
Unexpended, 
?6o 00 
District No. 26. L. Morrison. 
£64 40 Appropriation, 
15 60 
$80 00 
District No. 27. John Briggs. 
£50 00 
$60 00 
$80 00 
Orders drawn, £233 27 Appropriation, #200 00 
Overdrawn, 33 27 
$233 27 
District No. 28. J. F. Wellman. 
Orders drawn. 540 64 Appropriation, £50 00 
Unexpended, 9 36 
District No. 31 . H. J. Peterson. 
Orders drawn, $81 91 Appropriation, 
Unexpended, 3 09 
$85 00 
$85 00 
Orders drawn, 
Unexpended, 
19 
District No. 32. Fred Newell. 
$44 99 Appropriation, 
S 01 
$50 00 
$50 00 
Orders drawn, 
District No: 33. Reuben Conrade. 
*I34 35 Appropriation, 
Overdrawn, 
$85 00 
49 35 
* > 3 4 35 
District No. 34. H. J. Ellsworth. 
Orders drawn, $89 64 Appropriation, 
Overdrawn, 
$75 00 
14 64 
#89 64 
Orders drawn. 
District ATo. 35. T. T. Gordon. 
$63 81 Appropriation, 
Overdrawn, 
$50 00 
13 8. 
$63 81 
Orders drawn, 
District No. 37. Hiram Ramsdell. 
$98 60 Appropriation, 
Overdrawn, 
$90 00 
8 60 
£98 60 
Orders drawn, 
Orders drawn. 
District No. 38. A.J. Norton. 
$67 01 Appropriation, $65 00 
Overdrawn, 2 01 
#67 or 
District No. 39 . Eugene Luce. 
$86 70 Appropriation, $80 00 
Overdrawn, 6 70 
fS6 70 
2 0 
Orders drawn. 
District No. 40. 
f40 27 
H. A. Crowell. 
Appropriation, 
Overdrawn, 
$30 00 
10 27 
LARGE BRIDGES. 
MEMORIAL DAY. 
40 27 
Appropriation, $1,000 00 
Orders drawn, $482 70 
Unexpended Feb. 20, 1904, 517 30 
$1 ,000 00 
Appropriation, $ 1 0 0 00 
Order drawn, 100 00 
INSANE AND POOR. 
Appropriation, $ 2 , 5 0 0 0 0 
Received from other towns, 246 29 
Due from other towns, 47i 39 
Received for insane, 130 65 
Received from State, burial soldiers, 70 00 
53.418 33 
Orders drawn to pay Insane Hospital, $ 402 90 
Pauper supplies, other towns, 243 04 
Burial two soldiers, 70 00 
R. H. Smith, support of poor, 1,753 75 
Undertaker's bill, unknown 
person, 15 00 
$2,484 69 
Balance unexpended, 933 64 
ELECTRIC LIGHTS. 
#3.4'8 33 
Appropriation, $77 0 0 
Orders drawn, $ 1 2 6 91 
Overdrawn, 49 91 
$126 91 
2 I 
LIQUOR ACCOUNT. 
Stock on hand Feb. 18, 1903, $ 655 75 
Cash paid for liquor for year, 3.168 77 
Internal Rev. stamp, 25 00 
Agent's salary, freight, bottles, etc., 447 ^7, 
Corks, 4 40 
Profit on liquors sold for year. 
Cash received from sale of liquors for year, #4,575 00 
Stock on hand Feb. 18, 1904, 671 60 
Barrels and kegs, 15 00 
COLLECTION OF TAXES. 
Appropriation, 
Orders drawn. 
State tax, 
County tax, 
Town tax, 
S4.30' 25 
960 35 
$5,261 60 
$5,261 60 
$400 00 
400 00 
TAXES FOR J903. 
$ 5,223 93 Paid on State tax, $ 5,223 93 
2,086 05 Paid on county tax, 2,086 05 
19,474 31 Paid on town tax, 10,474 31 
ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 
Appropriation, #200 00 
Unexpended Feb. 18, 1903, 191 67 
Orders drawn for abatements. 
Unexpended Feb. 20, 1904, 
#192 89 
198 78 
Order drawn for abatement of tax for 1902, Farm-
ington Village Corporation, Water Plant, 
$391 67 
$391 67 
S390 00 
RESOURCES. 
Due from C. H. Pierce, Coll., commitment 
1903. 
Due from Carleton P. Merrill, Treasurer, 
Tax deeds, 
89,000 00 
3>925 74 
70 00 
2 2 
Real estate, farm and village lot, $1,100 oo 
Three safes, 200 00 
Interest on school fund (estimated), 50 00 
LIABILITIES. 
Balance due R. H. Smith on contract, $1,006 53 
Town officers, 550 00 
Collection of taxes, 4 0 0 0 0 
Superintendent of schools, 2 0 0 0 0 
Bills outstanding (estimated), 2 0 0 0 0 
$ 2.356 53 
Resources above liabilities, 11,989 21 
ESTIMATES FOR THE ENSUING YEAR. 
As recommended by Selectmen. 
For support of poor, $2,500 00 
Defraying town charges, 2,000 00 
Collecting taxes, 400 00 
Abatement of taxes, 100 00 
Memorial Day, 100 00 
Roads and small bridges, 6,000 00 
Large bridges, 500 00 
Electric lights, 150 00 
As recommended by School Board. 
For common schools, $3,000 00 
High school, 1,000 00 
Contingent fund, 1,000 00 
Repairs, insurance and supplies, 800 00 
Purchase of school-books, 400 00 
^4,345 74 
$14,345 74 
$17,950 00 
N. R. KNOWLTON, ) Selectmen 
H. W. GILMAN, of 
W. H. PEARSON, ) Farmington. 
TREASURER'S REPORT. 
?4 
Dr. TOWN OF FARMINGTON in account with 
To cash paid for pensions, $ 624 00 
State tax, 5,223 93 
County tax, 2,086 05 
State Treas. (dog licenses), 167 00 
Town orders, 19,568 90 
School orders, 8,749 53 
Cash on hand Feb. 20, 1904, 3,925 74 
2q 
CARLETON P. MERRII.I., Treasurer. Cr. 
By cash on hand Feb. 18, 1903, $ 3-34^ 47 
Rec'd of C. H. Pierce, Coll., in full for 
1902, 
C. H. Pierce, Coll., in part for 
i9<>3> 
Selectmen, on account of liquor 
agency, 
State, school fund and mill tax 
for 1903. 
State, R. R. and telegraph tax, 
State, dog licenses refunded, 
State, damage to sheep by dogs, 
State, pensions paid, 
State, burial of soldiers, 
State, rent of Armory for 1903, 
Circus license, 
Auctioneer's license, 
Intelligence office license, 
Tuition, 
Support of insane at hospital, 
Town Clerk, dog licenses, 
Other towns for support of poor, 
Interest on school fund to 
March 1, 1903, 
H. A. Ford, account. 
Interest on same, 
Reimbursement, sidewalk improve-
ments, 
Sale of wood, 
Interest on deposits, 
Reimbursements, repairs, lower 
High Street. 
9,000 00 
17,7X4 29 
4,575 00 
2,480 63 
442 62 
116 59 
37 75 
624 00 
70 00 
too 0 0 
1 0 00 
4 0 0 
5 00 
3'4 06 
130 65 
167 00 
246 29 
5° 2 1 
636 49 
9 54 
143 3' 
4 00 
•5 25 
3" 00 
£40,345 J5 
TRUST FUND. 
TO KEEP MONUMENTS, LOTS AND CEMETERIES IN REPAIR. 
George F. Blake Fund, to keep cemetery at Farmington Falls 
in repair, $548 68 
Matthew P. Brooks Fund, 203 00 
Alice A. Page Fund, 60 99 
Benj. Huse Fund, 51 50 
Eliza Perham Fund, 106 n 
Alanson Vaughan, 51 5° 
CARLETON P. MERRILL, Treasurer. 
Feb. 20, 1904. 
SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 
The School Board and Superintendent herewith present their 
annual report. It has been a year of excellent interest and good 
work on the part of teachers and pupils throughout the town. 
Some of the schools have not had as many weeks as planned 
because of sickness in the district, or some other cause, but it 
is proposed to make that up next year. 
Our buildings are nearly all in a good state of repair except 
the one at Knowlton's Corner. That one was examined by 
members of the Board with a view to repairing it, but its di-
lapidated condition and small size in a district, too, where the 
school attendance is increasing, made it seem unwise to expend 
much money in that way. The Board recommends that a new 
building be erected in its place. 
The large attendance last year at the High School has been 
maintained this year and our facilities for the best results there 
have been restricted for want of room. The High School 
rooms constructed 30 years ago for 50 scholars are sadly inad-
equate for 125 pupils. The problem of a new building is an 
immediate one. A good basement, suitable for a gymnasium 
and fitted with sanitary and present-day conveniences, facilities 
for a laboratory, and a respectable hall or study-room which 
will seat all the school together, are some of the things a new 
building ought to provide. The Board, however, refrains from 
asking for it this year, but it cannot be postponed much longer. 
We feel that the High School, " the poor man's college, is 
more serviceable to the town now than ever before, because it is 
more generally patronized. Out of a total attendance of .24, 
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64 are from rural districts, either in this town or from other 
towns. 
The proposition to make the public library free, situated as 
it is so conveniently near our public schools, promises no little 
increase to the education facilities of our town. It will thus be-
come a notable part of our "educational plant.'' 
Our school system awaits the right man for an important 
work. I refer to industrial education. This matter was referred 
to last year in the annual report. Tobacco shops and street 
corners are ruinous places at which to educate boys. Weak 
wills yield all too readily before the temptations of idleness and 
immorality which these places present. The will is made strong 
by giving it muscular action to control and direct. We need 
an inexpensive shop where boys may learn to work wood and 
metals. We trust the next Superintendent may find or make a 
way toward this highly desirable end. 
The first School Improvement League to be organized in 
town is doing a fine work at the Falls Grammar school. It is 
creating a respect for the school-room by making it respectable. 
Pictures of excellent selection are appearing upon its walls, 
books of good assortment are to be found in a neat bookcase, 
and a fine new organ is now the pride of the League. The 
Board congratulates the League, its officers and the teacher. 
It becomes more and more impressed upon us that the duties 
of the office of Superintendent can be only inefficiently per-
formed by anyone whose chief source of income must be de-
rived from another source than looking after the schools. 
Under this system superintendence is a secondary matter and 
must be slighted at times. Important laws have become opera-
tive within a few years very greatly increasing the duties of the 
office without a corresponding provision by the towns for their 
execution. The abolition of the district system, the closing of 
small schools and the free text-book system entail upon the 
Superintendent a care of all school property, the question of 
transportation of pupils and the purchase and distribution annu-
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ally of $400 worth of text-books—all of which are an addition 
to duties originally performed by this office. 
The State, however, comes to the town's assistance with a 
new proposition. If towns will combine to employ a man 
whose sole business shall be to look out for their schools, the 
State will pay half his salary. For instance, if Wilton and 
Farmington, which now pay about $400 a year for superinten-
dence, would combine to employ a man to give all his time to 
the business, the State will give us an equal amount, making his 
salary $800. This the State will do up to $750,—that is, up to 
a salary of $1,500. The towns thus combining must have not 
less than 25 or more than 50 schools. Towns conveniently 
situated to do so are thus combining in different parts of the 
State. Rumford and Mexico, Dover and Foxcroft are notable 
and successful illustrations. They are drawing half their 
Superintendent's salaries from the State treasury. Why may 
not our town do as well? Is it not quite as important, further-
more, to have our school money expended by a man whose 
life interest and study are schools, as that a manufacturer or 
farmer or merchant should be trained for his work? 
The balance on the school account in favor of schools is only 
what is deemed sufficient to meet all obligations coming due be-
fore April 1, which is the end of the State year. 
Respectfully submitted, 
w. G. MALLeTT, Superintendent. 
SCHOOL BOARD. 
C. A. Gould, term expires, 1904-
B. M. Small, 
C P. Merrill, '9°5-
H. P. White, chairman, 
F A. Leavitt, ^oG 
3Q 
Detailed Report of Expenditures. 
BILLS APPROVED UP TO FEE. 20 , I9O4 . 
REPAIRS, INSURANCE AND SUPPLIES. 
F. E. Voter, insurance, $109 50 
C. P. Merrill, Town Treas., bills paid, 136 90 
T. L. Stewart, labor, 10 00 
J. F. Arnold, 12 00 
East. Tel. Co., 11 25 
D. H. Knowlton & Co., supplies, 20 24 
Dellyn A. Farmer, labor, 3 00 
H. A. Morton, trucking and freight. 3 30 
H. L. Sprague, labor, 2 00 
Eliza T. Sewall, paid for repairs, 18 09 
H. P. White & Co., supplies, n 30 
Geo. McL. Presson, a clock, 3 65 
Rev. J. N. Desilets, school ground fence, 5 20 
\Y. G. Mallett, express and small bills, r 1 89 
Statira E. Bradford, water rights, 50 00 
Charles Prescott, labor, self and others, 37 37 
A. E. Roderick, labor and supplies, 72 14 
Robert Campbell, labor, 5 60 
R. I. Oilman, labor and supplies, 5 45 
Geo. M. Currier, insurance, 5 7 5° 
Nettie M. Sewall, paid for repairs, 2 00 
w. L. Hiscock, repairs, 2 10 
Louis Baker, 5 05 
C. A. Gould, lumber, 32 41 
Dolbier and Tarbox, rent Music Hall, 12 00 
O. P. Stewart, labor, 7 66 
David Bean, labor and material, 6 46 
Willis H. Cook, labor, 4 21 
M. H. Fowler, paid for repairs, 7 2 7 
Wilfred McLeary, supplies, 23 67 
F. E. Voter, paid for labor, 2 88 
Croswell Bros., supplies. 4 55 
H. I. Spinney, labor and supplies, 14 75 
Percy T. Look, paid for supplies, 1 15 
J. M. S. Hunter, publishing notice, 1 25 
£713 79 
3 i 
COMMON SCHOOL ACCOUNT. 
Wages and board of teachers, 
JANITORS. 
Fred M. Foss., 
A. L. Brown. 
R. I. Gilman, 
Gilbert Morrow, 
Dellyn A. Farmer, 
Mildred Greenwood, 
Berniece P. Dunning. 
Nettie M. Sewall, 
Clarence Wilder, 
W. L. Hiscock, 
Nina E. Backus, 
May Farnham, 
Alice E. Vaughan, 
Flora E. Deane, 
Eliza T. Sewall, 
Mertie L. Peary, 
Percy J. Look, 
Leroy Butterfield, 
FUEL 
0. F. Brown, fitting, 
Amos Clement, fitting, 
E. M. Preston, 
Josephine Grounder, 
George Pomereau, fitting, 
Charles T. Gay, 
Eugene Luce, 
Herbert Welch, fitting and housing, 
W. L. Hiscock, 
L. E. Dyar, 
W. j. Peterson, 
$325 0 0 
30 00 
3 15 
2 80 
9 00 
2 25 
2 00 
2 25 
9 00 
2 10 
3 °° 
4 00 
9 00 
2 10 
4 SO 
13 5° 
• 2 5 0 
5 °° 
39 3S 
171 00 
3 95 
22 50 
6 00 
17 55 
11 0 0 
1 5° 
10 25 
$4,666 70 
BOARD AND TRANSPORTATION OF PUPILS. 
o. F. Brown, $15 00 
R. W. Goodwin, 3T 5° 
j?42.S 15 
#290 63 
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S. G. Woodcock, $ 29 5° 
A. W. Shaw, 56 50 
Joseph Wellman, 9 0 0 
Howard Pease, 2 2 0 0 
Frank Garrett, 49 50 
J. A. Jones, 30 0 0 
w. A. Haley, 84 0 0 
J. S. Hutchinson, 34 0 0 
C. T. Gay, 
' 5 50 
Caro E. Jacobs, 1 2 0 0 
C. H. Carsley, 12 75 
W. P. Coombs, 2 0 0 0 
C. E. Craig, ' 3 0 0 
Lillian F. Kenney, 
TUITION. 
21 0 0 
1455 25 
Paid Industry, £20 65 
HIGH SCHOOL ACCOUNT. 
For paying teachers, $1,534 96 
TEXT BOOK ACCOUNT. 
Paid by checks, $425 41 
Tabular View of School Work. 
Farmington Fal ls El iza T . Sewall. 23 26 22.4 *3-8 9 9 
Primary. Florence \V. Connor. »4 J 1.4 9 
Nett ie M. Sewall. 26 21 .'0.0 16 9 1 0 
Norton's Flat. Ida S. Cowan. 
Percy J. Look. *3 •5 15 
20 12 
10 
9 9 
9 
Fairbanks. A r t h u r D. Ingal ls . • 5 25 22 i j 19.7 16 9 10 1 0 
Mosher. N ina E . Backus . 9 S H 7-3S 10 12 Alice E . Vaughan. S 9 -S6 3.14 10 9 
Holley. Nora Stevens. 10 8-3 6 
Sprague. Mildred Greenwood. 6 * * 5 * * 8 * * Russell's Mills. Bernice P . Dunning . 
F lora E . Deane. 
Myrtie L . Peary. 
20 1
 < 
16 
I S 
16-3 
iS 
10 
1 1 
6 
Briggs. Maude E . Ranger . 16 '5-3 9 
May F a r n h a m . 16 •7 '5 ,5.9 9 9 
Knowlton's Corner. Nett ie M. Sewall. 
,^ <9 9 Carolyn Ryan. 
Maude E . Ranger . 
•9 
t 
'7 r 9 t 
Gilman. Caro E . J a c o b s . 
Lillian F . Kenney. 
S + 7.S * s * 
'3 10 1 2 
* Suspended. f In session. 
N A M E O F 
S C H O O L . 
High. 
Grammar. 
Intermediate. 
Upper Primary. 
Lower Primary. 
West Grammar. 
Primary. 
HIGH AND GRADED SCHOOLS. 
Attendance. Av. Attendance. 
N A M E OF 
TEACHEr 
C. M. Pennell , Pr in . 
Jane M. Cut t s , Ass ' t . 
A n g i e N . H i g g i n s , " 
Mabel E . Hunter . 
E the l L . Howard . 
Mildred S. Gay. 
Rose P . Grounder. 
M. H . Fowler 
Flora E . Deane. 
Leslie A . Pa lmer . 
E m m a Demuth. 
Florence P . Robinson. 
Harr ie t Buck. 
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-3
.
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.
 
120 n o 123 97.2 9$ - s 1 0 3 
2S 
26 
- 4 
39 
3 s 
28 
*4 
24 
3" 
39 
2 5 . 2 
22 .7 
22 .2 
3 '-4 
33 
-7 
22 
22. j 
35-9 
37 
Jo. 2 
16.S 
35-<> 
35 
Length of Term. 
1 2 I O M 
1 2 10 '4 
1 2 10 >4 
12 10 12 
12 10 12 
I I 0 •4 
2 5
 37 44 ^ 33o 3S 9 H 
31 
19 
22 
43 
4" 
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COMMON SCHOOLS. 
NAME Of 
SCHOOL. 
NAME of 
TEACHER. 
Length of Term. Av. Attendance. Attendance. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PERMANENT 
HIGHWAYS. 
VOTE OF TOWN. 
At a special town meeting held on the 8th of July last, there 
was a long discussion bearing upon the desirability of purchas-
ing a roller for use upon the highways. A general desire was 
expressed to improve the roads, but it was deemed inexpedient 
to purchase a roller until the town could have some reliable 
information in regard to the various methods and machinery 
used in making permanent road improvements. Closing the 
discussion the following vote was then passed : 
"Voted by major vote that a committee of three be appointed 
by the moderator to investigate all matters in relation to the 
purchase of an iron roller for building crushed-stone or gravel 
road, and report all details at the next annual town meeting.' 
Under this vote the moderator appointed N. R. Knowlton, 
Chester Greenwood and D. H. Knowlton, as the committee 
called for by the vote. 
The committee came together soon after the meeting and 
discussed the situation in all its bearings. The conclusion was 
reached that under the vote passed it was the duty of the com-
mittee to interview road-makers, to examine good roads, to 
ascertain what machinery is necessary, to learn what other 
localities are doing, and to examine the town's highways with 
reference to permanently improving them. Having gained the 
information sought, the final duty of the committee is to " re -
port all details at the next annual town meeting,' and, gentle-
men, having attended to the duty assigned them the committee 
beg leave to offer the following report: 
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THE COMMITTEE VIEW MASSACHUSETTS ROADS. 
In the month of October the committee visited Boston and 
called upon the Metropolitan Park Commission and the Massa-
chusetts Highway Commission, by whom they were very cor-
dially received, and tendered every facility for gaining informa-
STREET BEFORE IMPROVEMENT. 
THIS AND OTHER STREET VIEWS SHOWING MACADAM 
ROADS ARE FROM THE GOOD ROADS MAGAZINE, N. Y. 
tion, and the committee wish to express their thanks for the 
numerous courtesies extended to them. 
Our first trip was to Middlesex Fells, where we were met at 
the station by Supt. Charles P. Price, with a double-seated 
carriage to take us over their roads. Here we found all kinds 
of roads—the dirt roads, the gravel roads and the macadam 
roads. They were all fine roads and graded perfectly. The 
dirt roads were thoroughly drained, and graded up by the use 
of gravel and then rolled. 
The gravel roads were made in general as follows, good 
drainage being first secured: All vegetable matter, loam and 
-> -
0 / 
rocks are removed, or the rocks sunk so as to be a foot or more 
below the surface. Cuts and fills are made as needed to secure 
a true grade. When the sub-grade is brought up to the right 
grade, it is then rolled with a heavy roller until the surface is 
smooth and hard and in the same form as the road surface is to 
be. To this sub-grade there are added three courses of gravel, 
the first, two or three inches each, and the last two inches after 
being rolled. Each course is rolled with a heavy roller until 
smooth and perfect. The cost of a well-made gravel road is 
approximately two-thirds that of the macadam, but the cost of 
keeping in repair is considerably more. So far as the com-
mittee could judge this road appeared as well as the macadam 
road. 
The crushed-stone or macadam roads were in excellent con-
dition, and the ride over them was a pleasant feature of the trip. 
The surface was smooth as a floor, firm to the step, rounded up 
enough in the center to secure perfect drainage and built to a 
true grade. Mr. Price assured us that these roads were in or-
der all the year round. When the frost was coming out of 
3§ 
the dirt roads, these roads were as smooth and as passable as 
the day we passed over them. 
Mr. Price also showed the committee the machinery used in 
AFTER PLACING FOUNDATION. 
crushing stone and the steam-roller, and gave much valuable 
information in operating the same. He then drove to Stone-
ham, where stone roads were in process of construction. Here 
a crusher was at work, breaking up the field-stone that had been 
drawn in by the farmers; the road bed was being prepared by 
grading and rolling; the crushed stone put in place, layer after 
layer, and then finished up by rolling until the desired firmness 
and smoothness were secured. This woik was being done by 
the municipal authorities. Mr. Price then took the committee 
to the station, from which we shortly after returned to Boston. 
The next morning two of the committee took the train for 
Haverhill, where they were met by Mr. E. J. Nichols, of Everett, 
Mass., a civil engineer in the employ of the Massachusetts High-
way Commission. Under his direction we went by electrics to 
West Newbury, where State roads were being made. The 
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State roads from Haverhill out were in fine condition, and the 
committee had an excellent opportunity of seeing the perfec-
tion with which the Commission has done its work in building 
roads. 
MACADAM ROADS. 
Mr. Nichols informed the committee that all the State roads 
are built by contract. Once it is decided to build a State road 
Completed ROADWAY. 
a civil engineer makes a survey, determines the grades, pre-
pares a plan and then makes all the necessary specifications. 
On these the contracts are made, and a local engineer is placed 
in charge of the work, whose duty it is to see that the specifica-
tions are strictly followed. The State roads are all macadam 
or crushed-stone roads. The first thing called for is to secure 
perfect drainage, for without it a permanent road can not be 
made. This is done under the direction of the engineer, and 
sometimes it is difficult and complex, but it has to be done be-
fore the preparation of the road-bed is undertaken. 
The macadam road when completed is made higher in the 
4Q 
middle, three-fourths inch slant to the foot, and so smooth is 
the surface when done that water runs off on either side as it may 
fall, and no depressions on the surface are left for the accumu-
lation of water. Either side of the macadam there is a true 
grade to the ditch, which may be sown to grass, as it is the 
best medium for holding the dirt in place. The ditches are 
made to a grade so as to carry off the surface-water as fast as 
it may collect, and Mr. Nichols assured us there was nothing so 
good as turf, but where the grade is steep so as to be in danger 
from wash-outs, the ditches are rubbled or paved. This work is 
so thoroughly done on these State roads that a wash-out rarely 
occurs. 
To secure the required grades, fills and cuts are sometimes 
necessary. All vegetable and decaying matter must be re-
moved, and clear sand or fine gravel added to the depth of 
twelve inches. When rocks are found in the road-bed they 
must be removed or buried so as not to come within one foot 
of the top of the finished roads. The same rule is observed 
when rocks are used for filling purposes, and they must be 
scattered and not left in piles. A 12 or 15-ton steam-roller is 
then used to roll the sub-grade down and make firm. Where 
there are depressions they must be filled, and if the surface is 
too high it must be removed. The rolling is continued until the 
surface becomes firm and solid. We noticed where the men and 
even horses walked over this rolled-sand surface they hardly 
left tracks behind them. No rule can be given as to the amount 
of rolling necessary, except that it shall be rolled and worked 
on until the sub-grade is firm, smooth and a true grade. 
The sub-grade being thus prepared the stone-work begins. 
The crushed stone as it comes from crusher is screened so as to 
give three sizes, the largest or No. 1 size is that which passes 
out of the 2 1-2 inch holes in the screen ; the No. 2 size is that 
which passes through the 1 1-2 inch holes in the screen; the No. 
3 size is that which passes through the one-inch holes. Slate 
rock is not considered good for this purpose, granite is con-
4' 
sidered too soft. The ordinary trap rock or field stone is pre-
ferred as this will break into pieces, so as to bind more securely 
and is hard enough not to break easily. 
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The sub-grade, or road bed. having been prepared as out-
lined. No. 1 crushed stone is carefully spread, not dumped, over 
the surface to the depth of two to four inches. The steam-
4-1 
roller follows, and more of the stone is added wherever needed; 
It is rolled until the stones are firmly bedded and the surface 
smooth. This makes ready for the No. 2 stone, of which two 
inches are spread on and rolled in the same manner. When 
this is satisfactorily done, the last coat is added, and consists of 
a coat of No. 3 stone carefully spread. To get the best results 
this is sprinkled before rolling. The roller then completes the 
work by " ironing " the surface, which consists of rolling until 
satisfactory to the engineer in charge. 
This, in brief, is the process of making the Massachusetts 
State roads, and in describing them we have avoided the use 
of technical terms, the better to make the process understood, 
These roads are fifteen feet in width, and are crowned enough 
so that the water runs readily from the surface into the ditches, 
where it quickly runs off. The surface is fine, and is just as 
good in the mud time of spring as in mid-summer, in other 
words all the year round except when covered with snow the 
roads are in fine condition. 
We also visited Wenham, where State roads were also being 
made. 
In our call upon the Good Roads Machinery Co. we were 
urged to visit Winchester, and interview Mr. Henry A. Spates, 
the superintendent of streets. At the request of the other 
members of the committee Mr. Greenwood went to Winchester, 
where he was very cordially received by Mr. Spates, who showed 
him the roads he had made, and gave him all the information 
possible. Seven years ago Mr. Spates was elected superintend 
dent of streets. That year the town raised $23,000 for the 
street department. Since then thirteen miles of macadam road 
have been built—there were none when he came in. Last year 
the appropriation was only $15,000, with a possibility of further 
reduction in the future. 
The illustration on the following page, showing a No. 4 Champion Crusher, ElevatOr 
Revolving Screen and Bin, is furnished by courtesy of the Good Roads Machinery Co., 
Kennett Square, Pa. 
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Mr. Greenwood's report of Mr. Spates' work in Winchester 
led the committee to invite Mr. Spates to visit Farmington and 
give advice with reference to the permanent improvement of our 
highways. 
Mr. Spates afterwards came to Farmington and with Mr. 
Greenwood went over the main roads and streets in town. He 
assured the committee the roads and streets were very favora-
ble for the making of permanent roads. They can be readily 
drained, and the sandy roads would only need to be graded and 
rolled to prepare them for the stone courses. He insisted from 
first to last that a half-mile or more of macadam road made 
each year where the roads were worst would in a few years per-
manently repair the worst places and cover the thoroughfares. 
While these improvements would call for a little more money 
at the outset, future repairs would be much reduced. Attention 
was specially called to Broadway and several bad roads in other 
parts of the town, and in each instance Mr. Spates declared 
that permanent improvements could be economically made, and 
the changes once made would be fully appreciated by the town. 
The committee introduced Mr. Spates to more or less of our 
people, and invited them and others to meet him in the even-
ing at G. A. R. hall. Here he gave a practical, common-sense 
talk on the permanent improvement of roads, answering ques-
tions and offering suggestions. A vote of thanks was extended to 
Mr. Spates for his excellent talk and for the assistance he had 
rendered the committee. 
COST OF STONE OR MACADAM ROADS. 
The stone roads of Europe, built under the Telford and 
Macadam rules, have cost $5,000 and upwards per mile, but the 
macadam roads we have described, or such as practical road 
men now recommend in the United States, cost from $3,000 to 
$5,000 per mile. The crushed stone we have referred to cost 
last year from 92 cents to $1.50 per ton in the finished roads 
in Massachusetts. A 15-foot road with 5 inches of crushed 
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stone in the center and 3 inches at the edges requires 60 tons 
of stone for each 100 feet, or 3,168 tons per mile, which would 
cost from $2,914.56 to $4,752.00. The lower price is what the 
Winchester roads cost under the superintendency of Mr. Spates, 
and the other the maximum cost on the State roads. The com-
mission, however, informed us that the cost was really about 
$1.25 per ton, while the above is the highest cost to the State. 
As a matter of information the committee learned that the 
price of crushed granite on the cars at North Jay is $1.00 per 
ton; the freight on the same is $7.00 per car of 30,000 pounds, 
or 43 1-3 cents per ton. In other words, the crushed granite at 
our railroad station would cost $1.43 1-3 per ton. This it will 
be seen is more than stone in the completed road costs in 
Massachusetts. 
The committee recommend the macadam road as the most 
economical permanent road. To make this kind of road, certain 
machinery is required, but unless the town intends to continue 
STEAM road roller, manufactured by Buffalo pitts steam roller works, 
Buffalo, N. Y. 
4 6 
making permanent roads for the next ten or a dozen years, 
it would not be advisable to purchase machinery as an experi-
ment. The machinery is expensive, but the town was never in 
better condition to undertake this work, and the improvements 
made would enhance the value of real estate far more than they 
cost, while the repair expense, the roads once being made per-
manent, would be much less. 
T H E MACHINERY. 
The committee do not consider it advisable to recommend 
any special make of machinery, as that examined all seemed 
good, and should the town decide to purchase, discretionary 
power should be given to the agents of the town to make the 
best terms possible for first-class machinery. The committee 
would recommend portable machinery, as it is much less expen-
sive to move machinery to points where the roads are to be 
made than to draw the crushed stone a long distance. 
A crusher plant consists of all machinery necessary for 
crushing or breaking the stone—a 25-horse power engine and 
boiler, a crusher, bins, etc. The list price of this delivered, 
with the services of an engineer to set it up and put in opera-
tion, is $2,300. The cost of operating this machinery per day 
may be placed at the following figures : 
Engineer, $2 50 
2 Feeders, 3 00 
One-half ton coal, 3 00 
Oil, waste, etc., 1 00 
Wear and tear, 2 00 
Total, $11 SO 
This crusher has a capacity of at least 100 tons per day. In 
Massachusetts the cost of stone for crushing was from 45 to 55 
cents per ton, delivered at the crusher, thus making the crushed 
rock cost from 56 1-2 to 66 1-2 cents per ton. 
A 12-ton steam-roller delivered, with engineer to set up and 
put in operation, is listed at $3,000. Any competent machinist 
will quickly learn to operate both the roller and the crusher. 
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The cost of operating this was given the committee as follows 
per day : 
Engineer, $2 50 
Fuel, 1 50 
Oil and waste, 50 
Wear and tear, 1 50 
Total, $6 00 
It should be stated that a steam-roller of this kind may be 
used to advantage on our dirt roads It may also be used as a 
traction engine for drawing a plow, or a road-machine, and the 
engine may also be utilized for driving the stone-crusher. 
Summarizing the above, we have the following : 
Crusher plant, £2,300 00 
Steam roller, 3,000 00 
$5,300 00 
Without doubt the machinery can be purchased for somewhat 
less than the list prices ; how much less the committee did not 
learn, as their duties did not seem to call for that. 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 
ist. The election of three road commissioners to expend 
any money the town may vote for making permanent improve-
ments. 
2d. That the Road Commissioners be instructed and 
authorized to purchase such road machinery as may be neces-
sary for the making of permanent roads. 
3d That the work of making permanent roads be begun 
this year on Broadway, commencing at High Street and build-
ing down Broadway and Front Street, and up to Main Street or 
until the sum of $2,000 shall be expended, and that for this 
purpose the town raise by taxation the sum of $2,000. 
And that after the first year such other roads as the town 
may determine, may be permanently improved. 
4 th That the selectmen be authorized and instructed to 
loan on the credit of the town at as low a rate of interest as 
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possible a sufficient sum of money, not exceeding $5,000, to 
purchase such machinery as may be necessary for the building 
of permanent roads, and that the loan be made payable $1,000 
each year until paid, the first payment to be due in one year 
from date of loan. 
Good roads are an advantage to a town in many ways, which 
we will not discuss, but instead will close our report with the 
following extract taken from the 1901-1902 Biennial Report of 
the Connecticut Highway Commission : 
" Beyond the question of a doubt the farmers of our State 
fully appreciate that bad roads mean empty benches in the 
school house, a light attendance at church, assist in keeping 
friends apart, rob the social hour of many a pleasant evening, 
deplete the town treasury and the individual purse, and always 
raise taxes ; while good roads mean a full and punctual attend-
ance at school, a happy and prosperous church with pastor and 
people in close relationship in the church and in the home, an 
inspiration to neatness with more lawn and less mowing land 
near the house, and the farmer's tools removed from God's cow-
shed to a proper covering ; the brush hook is made to sing a 
merry lay on the margins of the road, the well are made happy 
and the ill are made well; in fact all nature presents a new face. 
With good roads the artisan, in any line of home building, finds 
employment ; every town's grand list will be appreciated when 
the State has established its improved highways, and the tax 
bill will be thereby lessened. Thus the individual is benefited, 
and with the benefit that comes to the individual will come the 
prosperity of the town, the county, the State and the Nation." 
All of which is most respectfully submitted. 
N. R. KNOWLTON, 
C H E S T E R G R E E N W O O D , Committee. 
D. H. KNOWLTON, 
